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The Character of GodThe Character of GodThe Character of GodThe Character of God

Is God able to
fulfill his desires,

is he Lord?

Does God control
salvation?

YES

YES

Is everyone saved?

YES

NO

Is God eternal?

Salvation must be from eternity.
Everything must be predetermined.

Those saved must be chosen (elected)
in eternity, Grace is from eternity.

2 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 1:9; Eph 1:4

Is God just?

YES

Then sin must be penalised

Is God wrathfull against sin?

YES

Then sinners must be punished.
These sinners must be under 
wrath from eternity. They are

called: the reprobate. 
Jude 4

NO
This is not the

God of the Bible

NO
This is unbiblical
Jonah 2:9; Rm 9:15ff

NO

YES
This is unbiblical

This is not the
God of the Bible

Matt 5:22

Ps 90:2

NO
This is not a 

Biblical option
2 Tim 4:8; Ezra 9:15

NO
This is not a 

Biblical option
Num 14:18; Lam 4:11;

Jn 3:36; Rm 1:18

Jn 6:44, 65
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2. The Sovereignty of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lam 3:37 - Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, When the Lord has not commanded it? 
Isa 45:7 - I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity [‘evil’]; I, the LORD, do all 
these things.' 
Lam 3:38 - Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That woe [lit. ‘evil’] and well-being [‘good’] proceed? 
1 Thess 5:18 - In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Is God actually in control 
of everything? 

NO YES 

This is not the Bible’s God 
Lam 3:37 

Does that include evil 
things? 

The Bible says that it does 
Isa 45:7; Lam 3:38 

NO YES 

Reprobation must be under 
God’s control 

God predestines 
everything 
1 Thess 5:18 
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3. The Plan of God 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eph 1:10-11, 3:9 - In the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth -- in Him. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will … to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

Job 9:12 - If He takes away, who can hinder Him? Who can say to Him, 'What are You doing?'    
Lk 1:37 - With God nothing will be impossible.    
Rm 1:20 - For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
Jude 4 - Certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation. 
Prov 16:4 - The LORD has made all for Himself, Yes, even the wicked for the day of doom. 

Is God a God of purpose? 

YES NO 

This is not true 
Eph 1:10-11, 3:9 

Is he all-powerful? 

YES NO 

This is not Biblical 
Job 9:12; Lk 1:37; Rm 1:20 

Did God plan to save some 
but not others 

NO 

The Bible says that he did 
Rm 9:11-22; Jude 4; Prov 16:4 

YES 

His purpose will be fulfilled. Some are 
chosen to life to express God’s love and 

mercy; others are passed by in that 
choice to reveal God’s justice and wrath 

against sin. 


